GROTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS
GROTON, CONNECTICUT
(*Attachments are available upon request from the Superintendent’s Office.)

Committee of the Whole March 11, 2019

A Committee of the Whole of the Groton Board of Education was held on March 11, 2019 in Room 11 of
the School Administration Building.

1. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Mrs. Kim Watson, Board Chairpetson, at 6:05 p.m.

PRESENT ABSENT
Mts. Kim Shepardson Watson, Chairperson Mrs. Rita Volkmann
Dr. Andrea Ackerman, Vice Chaitpetson Mrs. Lee White

Mrs. Jane Giulini

Mrs. Katrina Fitzgerald

Mrs. Gretchen Newsome (atrived at 6:17 p.m.)
Mrs. Rosemary Robertson

Mr. Jay Weitlauf

Dr. Michael Graner, Superintendent of Schools

Ms. Susan Austin, Assistant Superintendent of Schools
Mt. Sam Kilpatrick, Director of Buildings and Grounds
Mr. Ken Knight, Business Manager

Mr. Daniel Gaiewski, Student Representative

1. Approval of Minutes of February 11, 2019

MOTION: Ackerman, Robertson: To approve the minutes of February 11, 2019.
PASSED - UNANIMOUSLY

2. 2017-2018 Next Generation Accountability Index [ATTACHMENTS #1, 2]

Ms. Austin gave a PowerPoint presentation of the Next Generation Accountability Index. Ms. Austin
also noted an article on the petformance rates.

3. Review of Curriculum Development [ATTACHMENTS #3, 4, 5, 6]

Ms. Austin gave an overview of policy P 6141 Cutriculum Design/Development and the proposed
changes to the policy. Ms. Austin reviewed how new courses/new cutticulum ot majot tevisions ate
approved. Ms. Austin reviewed the new coutse proposal timeline. She noted that the process would
be an 18 month cycle.
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Ms. Erin McGuire, Assistant Principal, gave an ovetview of the Unified Atts (Modification) and Unified
Personal Finance proposed coutses.

Ms. Kelley Donovan gave an ovetrview of the Spanish for the Wotkplace (new), Ab initio French I
(Modification, and the MYP Personal Project (new) proposed coutses.

MOTION: Ackerman, Robertson: To send the course proposals outlined in Attachment
#4 of today’s agenda to the full Board with a
recommendation that the courses be approved by the
tull Board so that curriculum writing can begin and
the courses can be added to the high school program
of study as of Tuesday.
PASSED - UNANIMOUSLY

4. Suggested Future Topics

Mrs. Fitzgerald made a referral for discussion of:
¢ the online Board of Education Drop Box
e (Consensus vetrsus Motion at COW meetings

Mts. Watson noted that one item on the agenda had been taped and suggested a Boatd discussion of
having one of the COW meetings taped. Mrts. Watson also suggested a Boatrd discussion of having
Board involvement at parent organization meetings.

5. Adjournment

MOTION: Ackerman, Newsome: To adjourn at 7:55 p.m.
PASSED - UNANIMOUSLY
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ATTACHMENT #2

Most local school districts see improved performance
rates

Published February 22. 2019 11:13AM | Updated February 22. 2019 5:43PM

By Erica Moser (/apps/pbcs.dil/personalia?lD=e.moser) Day staff writer

&8 e moser@theday.com (mailto:e.moser@theday.com) W Erica_Faith13
(http://www.twitter.com/Erica_Faith13)

Most school districts in southeastern Connecticut saw an increase in performance rates in the 2017-18 school year, whereas most saw a
drop the year before (https://www.theday.com/local-news/20180217/most-local-school-districts-see-drop-in-performance-
rates).

One thing that hasn't changed much is the ranking of top districts in the region: Lyme-0ld Lyme Public Schools, also known as Regional
School District 18, still is considered the best in the region, and East Lyme is the second-best. Rounding out the top five for the past two
years are Stonington, Montville and North Stonington, though their order changed.

This is according to the 2017-18 Next Generation

Accountability System Results, which the Connecticut State A(H(‘.Olllltﬂblllty index scores for
Department of Education released Friday morning. southeastern Connecticut schools
Next Generation Accountability is a 12-factor system that SCh,°°1 Year

most heavily weighs academic growth in English language 100 2016-17 @ 2017-18

arts (ELA), math, the four-year graduation rate, six-year
graduation rate for high-needs students, and college
enrollment after graduating.
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The other factors are state assessment performance in ELA
and math, assessment participation rate, chronic
absenteeism, the share of students taking college and career
readiness coursework, the share of students passing college
and career readiness exams, the percent of students on track
for high school graduation, physical fitness and arts access.

Aveountabilite fudex
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Scores on the factors are added up to an index out of 100
possible points, and the state average rose from 73.2 in 2016-
17 to 74.9 last year.

“The 2017-18 accountability results show progress is being Data source: Connecticut State Department of Education

made on several performance and growth indicators and it is

especially encouraging to see increases in performance and growth for our most vulnerable student groups,’ Education Commissioner
Dianna R. Wentzell said in a news release.

While ELA and math performance remained flat for students overall, each increased by about 2 percent for high-needs students. In
addition, the score for academic growth — which measures the progress of specific students over time — increased 5.8 percent in ELA and
1.7 percent in math for high-needs students.

Another area that saw notable statewide growth, building upon growth from last year, was participation in Advanced Placement or
International Baccalaureate classes, career and technical education, and workplace experiences.

A dim spot was that the statewide chronic absenteeism rate increased from 9.9 to 10.7 percent.

The Next Generation Accountability System is the basis for determining Alliance Districts, the lowest-performing districts in the state.
New London, Norwich and Groton are among the state's 33 Alliance Districts, which must submit plans to the state for improvement. The
designation means state aid to the district cannot be cut from its level the previous year.

Chronic absenteeism was one of the top factors landing Groton on the list in 2017, and the rate in Groton increased from 11.3 percent in
2016-17 to 11.6 percent last school year. Assistant Superintendent Susan Austin noted that the culture and climate committee developed
an intervention plan last year, and the district will use grant money to hire an attendance-focused social worker.



While Groton's overall index was 0.9 below the state average, it performed better than the state in ELA and math — both overall and
specifically for high-needs students.

Especially in a military community like Groton, Austin feels it is unfair that students entering the military after high school count against
the postsecondary entrance score. Superintendent Michael Graner said he was "perplexed" by the district's low score on the share of
students taking college and career readiness courses, and said there may be a course identification problem to address.

How did other local schools and districts perform?
Per the 12-factor system, the top school in the state is Center School in Litchfield School District.

Locally, Deans Mill School in Stonington and Marine Science Magnet High School in Groton came in at sixth and seventh best; their
respective scores were 95.11 and 94.99, Marine Science Magnet is not part of the Groton Public Schools district but part of the LEARN
system, which overall scored lower than the state average at 73.3.

Marine Science Magnet bucked the statewide trend on chronic absenteeism, decreasing its rate from 11.5 to 7.1 percent. Principal
Nicholas Spera attributed this to "providing that safe atmosphere so kids want to come to school" and to "constant communication” with
parents.

The school, which has 271 students, also made large strides in ELA and math performance.

Marine Science Magnet and Deans Mill were named Schools of Distinction, as were Flanders School, Niantic Center School and Lillie B.
Haynes School in East Lyme; Mary Morrisson Elementary and Northeast Academy Elementary in Groton; Lyme Consolidated School and
Mile Creek School in Regional School District 18; Mohegan School and Oakdale School in Montville; and Ledyard Center School.

The commendation means that each school scored in the top 10 percent in its grade level either overall, for academic growth, or for year-
over-year improvement. There were 160 schools named statewide, including 43 in Alliance Districts.

On the other hand, the state identified Bennie Dover Jackson Middle School in New London as a "Turnaround School,” meaning one with
low overall performance, and New London High School as a "Focus School,” meaning there is "consistently lagging academic achievement,
growth, or graduation rates for the high needs group.” Both designations were based on three-year averages, and both mean the schools
will receive additional support from the state.

Veterans Memorial Elementary School in Norwich previously was a Turnaround School but has been removed from the list.

The state identified 36 Turnaround Schools overall, 34 of which are in Alliance Districts like New London, and 20 Focus Schools, 14 of
which are in Alliance Districts.

Still, the New London school district overall saw an increase in its index from 58.65 to 62.8. The only local school districts to see drops in
overall performance from 2016-17 to 2017-18 were Norwich Public Schools — this does not include Norwich Free Academy, which
improved — and Salem Public Schools.

Norwich Assistant Superintendent Thomas Baird said the index "doesn't really work for a pre-K to 8 district that doesn't operate its own
high school, especially one as large as us." His issue ig that high school students are weighted more heavily but the only high schoal
students Norwich Public Schools has are those who "have some pretty significant educational needs and are in outplacement settings” and
ones who were expelled.

In Norwich, the two middle schools saw scores lower than the district average of 54.7, but the remaining seven elementary schools ranged
from 57 to 76.2. The district average last year was 58.1.

e.moser@theday.com (mailto:e.moser@theday.com)



ATTACHMENT #3

GROTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS
GROTON, CONNECTICUT

POLICY P 6141
Instruction

Curriculum Design/Development

The curriculum is the cornerstone of the Groton Public Schools instructional program and reflects
philosophical beliefs about what children need to know and what they should be able to do. It is
designed to ensure that students will succeed in the work place, be prepared for advance education
and become lifelong learners. Curricula shall include all instructional activities of the Groton
Public schools, and shall provide for the continuous growth and development of each student
throughout his/her school experience. The curriculum reflects the philosophy and goals of the
Groton Board of Education, i.e., all students can learn; all students can learn at higher levels than
commonly recognized or expected; high but reasonable standards must be established for all
students in all courses; learning is lifelong; a strong curriculum and adequate support resources are
necessary conditions for academic success; and that a curriculum must prepare students for life in
a technologically rich society.

New courses and major course revisions which propose a major change in the objectives for a
course or program or in instructional materials shall be presented to the Superintendent for
approval. In order to ensure coordination with the Board’s ultimate approval authority over
curriculum, the Superintendent will present the plan for curriculum development/revision to the
Board of Education’s Curriculum Subcommittee for approval. If a pilot period is necessary, the
superintendent will present the written curriculum and pilot plan to the Curriculum Subcommittee
for approval. After completion of the district’s Curriculum Development Process, (including any
pilot period) the suggested revised and/or new curricula or materials shall be presented for review
to the Board of Education’s Committee of the Whole (C.0.W.) Eurriewhim-Subeommittee, Once
the curricula or instructional materials have been endorsed by the C.O.W. Beard-of Education’s
Curriewlum-Subeommittee, they will be submitted to the Board of Education for formal approval
prior to implementation.

Legal Reference: Connecticut General Statues
10-15 Towns to maintain schools
10-15¢ Discrimination in public school prohibited
10-16b Prescribed courses of student
10-18 Courses in United States history, government and duties and
responsibilities of citizenship
10-18a Contents of textbooks and other general instructional materials
10-19 Effect of alcohol, nicotine, or tobacco and drugs to be taught
10-221a High School graduation requirements

Policy Adopted: December 8, 2003
Revised: April 26, 2010
Revised:
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