
GROTON BOARD OF EDUCATION  

CURRICULUM COMMITTEE MEETING 

Monday April 17, 2023 @ 5:00 p.m. Central Office / Room 4 

 
 

Members Present: Andrea Ackerman (remote) William Horgan, Liz Porter 

Also Present: Phil Piazza, Ted Keleher, Gabe Mortali (remote) 
 

Porter called the meeting to order at 5:01 p.m. 

 

 

1. Review of Minutes:  

 

Motion: Horgan, Ackerman to approve amended minutes of March 20, 2023 

Amend minutes to note change of date of discussion of TC Writing from April to May. 

 

2. Review financial literacy curriculum  

 

Piazza walked the committee through his collected outline of where financial literacy is taught 

throughout the school system (handout provided) 

 

3. Update from High School w/ Principal Keleher 

 

Keleher and Mortali presented the Project Lead the Way, Engineering, Design and Development 

course outline 

 

a. Pilot for next year with 6-10 students who qualify 

b. Next steps: send outline to BOE curriculum committee for review 

c. Continue discussion at May meeting 

d. Committee requested an overview of the pilot from Mortali including his vision for this class 

 

4. Referral list 

 

The referral list was review.  No changes recommended. 

 

5. Future Topics 

 

May agenda items will include:  

Teachers College writing component 

Update on Project Lead the Way Engineering Class 

 

6. Adjournment 

 

MOTION: Ackerman, Horgan: To adjourn made at 5:59  

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

 

Next Meeting: May 15, 2023 

 

 



FINANCIAL LITERACY

ELEMENTARY
Other than warm up/math talk lessons on money embedded in Investigations, the elementary
level has a formal unit on financial literacy.

GMS
Sixth graders do a project on unit rates, finding the best deals for various party items.
In the 7th grade curriculum we do unit rates, which includes finding the better deal. We also
study percentages with examples of calculating sale (percent off) prices, tax and tips. So many
aspects of consumer math are covered. In the integer unit we do examples of balancing accounts
(e.g. checkbooks), so students get some exposure to that.
In math 8 they have consumer skills like comparing pricing plans with linear equations.

FHS
Accounting 1 & 2 take students through the financial cycle of a sole proprietor, partnership and
public company.

We have Personal Finance, Honors Personal Finance, Honors Personal Finance II and Unified
Personal Finance.

During summer school, all the lessons were based on personal finance. I learned of a program
through NCTM last spring through the Next Generation Personal Finance.
https://www.ngpf.org/ it was all free. The students really enjoyed the program. There is a
middle school year program and also mini lessons that we used focusing on fractions, decimals,
percents, rates, etc.

FITCH BUSINESS ELECTIVES
Accounting I (.5 Credit) Students are introduced to basic accounting concepts, principles, and
procedures. Financial transactions are analyzed, recorded, and financial statements produced for
service and merchandising businesses, using both manual and computerized accounting systems.
**This course may be used toward minimum mathematics requirements for graduation.

Business Management and Entrepreneurship (1 Credit) This is an introduction to
management concepts, theory, and practice. Contemporary trends, issues, and management
practices will be included. A project will take students through the process of starting a small
business and will illustrate the step-by-step technical and non-technical skills necessary to
successfully operate a business.

https://www.ngpf.org/


Marketing I (.5 Credit) An introductory course designed to develop an understanding of
concepts and strategies needed to communicate information about products, services and/ or
ideas. Hands-on experience for marketing and business management is gained through Falcon
Central, the school store. This course is designed to provide basics for entry-level positions and
to prepare students for career opportunities in the business field.

Microsoft Office I (.5 Credit) This course extends basic skills in Microsoft Office applications
(Word, Excel, PowerPoint, and Access). Students will develop the skills and knowledge
necessary to be successful in post-secondary and career settings. Communication and problem
solving skills will be emphasized and developed through a projectbased learning approach.
Highly recommended for all students.

Microsoft Office II (.5 credit) A continuation of Microsoft Office 2 with more advanced skills
in Microsoft Word and Excel integration. We will also learn some advanced business
communication/presentation skills using Powerpoint as a tool. An introduction to databases and
Microsoft Access will round out the course.

Personal Finance I (.5 Credit) A must for every student! Practical skills in personal financial
literacy that provides a foundation for making informed financial decisions. Students will be
introduced to financial concepts and develop skills to be able to survive and prosper in our
complex economy. Topics covered will include: income and money management, spending and
credit, budgeting, banking and financial services. Basic math skills are required.

Honors Personal Finance I (.5 Credit) Honors Personal Finance I offers an opportunity for
students to develop critical skills of analysis, synthesis, and evaluation in a more rigorous and
reflective academic setting. Students are empowered to perform at higher levels as they learn the
ideas, concepts, knowledge and skills that will enable them to implement beneficial personal
decision-making choices; to become wise, successful, and knowledgeable consumers, savers,
investors, users of credit and money managers; and to be participating members of a global
workforce and society.

The following topics are included in Personal Finance classes:
Goal Setting
Income
Money Management/Budgeting
Personal Banking-Saving/Checking
Credit

The following topics are included in Honors Personal Finance I:



Charter Oak FCU-students work as student tellers at our HS Branch
Banking
Financial Planning
Principles of Finance
Budgeting
Taxes
Cash Asset Management
Credit Management
Lending
Insurance
Home & Auto Decisions
Investments
Retirement Planning
Employment Skills and Preparation
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