GROTON BOARD OF EDUCATION
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
AUGUST 8, 2022 @ 6:00 P.M.
CENTRAL OFFICE, ROOM 11

MEMBERS PRESENT: Kim Shepardson Watson-Chairperson, Andrea Ackerman, Liz Porter,

Dean Antipas (artived at 6:13 p.m.), Matthew Shulman (Remote),
Rita Volkmann (Remote), Bevetly Washington (Remote)

MEMBERS ABSENT: Jay Weitlauf
ALSO PRESENT: Susan Austin, Thomas Lonsdale
L CALL TO ORDER - Chairperson Shepardson Watson called the meeting to otder at 6:08 p.m.

II.

II1.

MOTION: Shulman, Volkmann: To added an item to the agenda to discuss the process for
interviewing candidates to fill the vacancy on the Board.
PASSED - UNANIMOUSLY

BOE REGULAR BUSINESS

MOTION: Antipas, Ackerman: To approve the COW minutes of July 18, 2022
PASSED -UNANIMOUSLY

K-5 READING DATA (Attachment #1)

Ms. Austin gave a brief overview of the F & P Scores for 2021-2022. Ms. Austin explained that the
F & P stands for Irene Fountas, Professor from Leslie University, and Gay Su Pinnell, Professot
from Ohio State. Ms. Austin further explained that they wete early innovatots of assessment and
guided reading. The F & P is given 3 times a year and that the expectation is different each time of
the year. Ms. Austin noted the Parents Guide to Guided Reading.

Mr. Lonsdale gave an overview of the F & P scores for 2021-2022. Scotes wete presented in
aggregate for the district from grades K-5. Scores for the current year were presented in addition to
rough cohortt scores for the same group from the spring of 2020. This data represents the last data
set collected prior to the pandemic. An analysis of the data shows the following:

¢ [Kindergarten - an increase of students reading at grade level
® Grade 1 - a decrease of students reading at grade level

Grade 2 - a slight increase of students reading at grade level
Grade 3 - a slight increase of students reading at grade level

Grade 4 - an increase of students reading at grade level

Grade 5 - an increase of students reading at grade level

In response to an inquiry regarding how we’re helping students who read below grade level, Ms.
Austin stated that students are teceiving additional support from interns, tutots, and reading
specialists/interventionists.



Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes
August 8, 2022

Page 2

IV.

VIIL

VIIIL

IX.

ALLIANCE TRACKER FEEDBACK FROM THE CSDE

MOTION: Volkmann, Shulman: To table this item until another COW meeting.
PASSED - UNANIMOUSLY

SUGGHESTED FUTURE TOPICS

Mrs. Shepardson Watson suggested to have staff from each school come before the Board to talk
about their improvement plan.

Mr. Shulman requested an update on mentoring and tutoring.

Mts. Washington asked how many students from Branford Manot attends out schools and how
does mold affect the kids learning.

INTERVIEW PROCESS

Mrs. Shepardson Watson stated that there are 5 candidates to date to fill the vacancy on the Board.
She suggested that the Board spend a night to interview the candidates; Board members were
encourage to send proposed questions for the interview to Mrs. Shepardson Watson; the proposed
date to hold the interviews was August 29, 2022.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Ackerman, Porter: To adjourn at 7:21 p.m.
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY
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