MEMBERS PRESENT: Kim Shepardson Watson-Chaitpetson, Andrea Ackerman, Dean Antipas

GROTON BOARD OF EDUCATION
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
JUNE 20, 2022 @ 6:00 P.M.
REMOTE MEETING

3

Matthew Shulman, Rita Volkmann, Beverly Washington, Jay Weitlauf

MEMBERS ABSENT: Liz Porter

ALSO PRESENT: Susan Austin, Lautie LePine

II.

111

IVA

CALL TO ORDER - Chairperson Shepardson Watson called the meeting to otdet at 6:01 p.m.
BOE REGULAR BUSINESS

MOTION: Ackerman, Antipas: To approve the COW minutes of May 16, 2022.
PASSED - UANIMOUSLY

DISCUSSION RE: BOARD MEMBER REPLACEMENT PROCESS

Mrs. Shepardson-Watson noted that she has received 3 inquiries from individuals wanting to fill the
vacancy on the Board of Education. Mrs. Shepardson-Watson asked Board member what process
they would like to follow in filling the vacancy on the Board. Mts. Washington stated that the
Democratic Town Committee is not going to make a recommendation to fill the vacancy on the
Board. Mrs. Washington suggested advertising on the District webpage, Facebook, and the Groton
Times. As a result of Board discussion it was suggested to advettise in mid-August, interview in
August and/or September, and have a Board vote at the regular Board meeting in September.

EXPANDING ACCESS TO IB (ATTACHMENT #1)

Ms. Austin and Mt. Keleher gave an ovetview of the PowerPoint presentation of Expanding Access
to IB Courses. The presentation was one of four presented to the Connecticut State Department of
Education related to expanding access to higher level coutses fort students.

2022 WORLD LANGUAGI AND GLOBAL CITTZENSHIP GRANT (INROTC/NNCDD —
Application status)

Ms. Austin gave an overview of the 2022 World Language and Global Citizenship Grant and the
application status after applying for the Department of Defense Activity Grant, called Nurturing
Global Mindedness throngh World Language Instruction, this past spring. In ordet to apply for the gtant,
the district needed to apply for the Department of Defense JROTC/NNDCC program. Our
application is presently sitting at the Secretary of Navy’s office.
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VI

VIL

VIIL

IB/CP/CAREER PATHWAY/GOVERNMENT AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
CAREERS (MITITARY/ROTC) (ATTACHMENT #2)

Ms. Austin noted that this item was previously presented to the Board by Anne Keefe-Forbotnick.
She stated that the program encourages students to become active learners and helps them pursue a
cateet pathway, such as nursing and culinary arts, and that any of the careet pathways could be linked
with courses in IB to become an IBCP program. Ms. Austin stated that we will also be expanding
the cateer pathway program to include government and public administration careers with JROTC
or NNDCC (Navy National Defense Cadet Corps). Mr. Keleher discussed the job shadowing
portion of the career pathways program, which is already built into the nursing program. Mts. LePine
discussed the teaching career pathway and noted that although this pathway is in its developmental
stage, there is student interest. She stated that we ate looking into an aftetschool club to integrate a
teaching pathway. She noted that the CSDE sponsors and suppotts a Connecticut teaching website,
Teach.org, which offers a free sutvey to assess students’ interest in teaching and we will utilize the
sutvey to gage student interest at FIS next year. She also mentioned that students are already
participating in the Teacher Assistance Program at the high school.

SUGGESTED FUTURE TOPICS

¢ Mr. Shulman asked for an update on the Mentoting program
e Ms. Austin noted the need for discussion of the enrollment data

® Mrs. Washington asked for discussion of the lunch trays used at the high school — are they
environmentally friendly; keep it mote green

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Ackerman, Antipas: To adjourn at 7:32 p.m.
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY
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