GROTON BOARD OF EDUCATION
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
MONDAY, JUNE 17, 2019
6:00 P.M.

CENTRAL OFFICE, ROOM 11

Mission Statement
Our mission is teaching and learning.

Board Goals
1. Provide Dynamic Rigorous Curriculum.
2. Ensure Effective and Engaging Instruction.
3. Embrace Excellent Learning Environment.

AGENDA
Call to Order

BoE Regular Business
a. Approval of the COW minutes of June 10, 2019 (Attachment #1)

Communications Update

Discussion of proposed English courses at FHS (Attachment #2)
Literature and Exploration, Wilderness, and Survival
Graphic Novels

Gaming Narratives

Fantasy and Science Fiction

Sports Literacy

Writing Center

Oral Communications II

o o o

LAS Links (Attachment #3)
Math Task Force update

Review of the Finance Committee recommendations regarding Central Office staff, non-
union hourly staff, and stipend position pay rates

Suggested Future Topics

Adjournment

NEXT C.0.W. MEETING: July 15, 2019



Attachment #1

GROTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS
GROTON, CONNECTICUT
(*Attachments are available upon request from the Superintendent’s Office.)

Committee of the Whole June 10, 2019

A Committee of the Whole of the Groton Board of Education was held on June 10, 2019 in Room 11 of
the School Administration Building.

L CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Mrs. Kim Watson, Chairperson, at 6:04 p.m.
PRESENT ABSENT

Mrs. Kim Shepatdson Watson, Chairperson Mrs. Gretchen Newsome
Dr. Andrea Ackerman, Vice Chairperson

Mrs. Jane Giulini

Mrs. Katrina Fitzgerald

Mrs. Rosemary Robertson

Mrs. Rita Volkmann

Mz. Jay Weitlauf

Mts. Lee White

Dr. Michael Graner, Superintendent of Schools

Ms. Susan Austin, Assistant Superintendent of Schools
Mzt. Sam Kilpatrick, Director of Buildings and Grounds
Miss Addie Clatk, Student Representative

1. Approval of Minutes of May 20, 2019

MOTION: White, Giulini: To apptrove the minutes of May 20, 2019.
PASSED - UNANIMOUSLY

2.  Minority Recruitment Program [ATTACHMENTS #1]

Mrs. Lautie LePine, Director of Human Resources, gave an overview of the Minority Recruitment 5-
year plan noting:

e Thete is a grant award that is being used at the high school;

o Reviewed the PD opportunities being utilized;

e Have done recruitment related activities at the high school;

e Use of TEACH website platform;

e Collaboration with UCONN; participation in the State job fair and the

community job fair.

Mrt. Jamal Davis, Assistant Principal at West Side Middle School, addressed the regional effort. Mr.
Davis noted Public Act 1834 that was recently passed regarding a plan for minority recruitment. He
noted that money has been allocated as support for the plan. Mz. Davis stated that he is Co-Facilitator
with Ellen Dalton at LEARN. There are 5-6 Groton Participants and 2 initiatives they are supporting:

e Maintains retentions

o Educators who want to go into leadership

They have held two informational sessions in Groton and Norwich.
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3. Community Eligibility Provision Update [ATTACHMENT #2]
Mr. Ernie Koschmieder, Ditrector of Food Services, gave an overview of the Community Eligibility
Provision progtam and the monthly Federal Reimbursement Estimator for 3-school grouping and 5-
school grouping. The 3-school grouping would consist of WSM, CC, and CK; the 5-school group
would consist of WSM, CC, CK, MM, and CB. He recommended the 3-school grouping concept. He
also noted that the district can back out of the program at any time.

4. Update regarding proposed lunch price increase
Mr. Ernie Koschmieder, Director of Food Setvices, noted that there has not been an increase in lunch
prices in over 4 years. Presently, the breakfast price is $1.50; lunch prices at the elementary and middle
school is $2.80; staff lunch prices are $4.25. Mr. Koschmieder stated that USDA is the reason there is
a need for an increase.
The Board recommended that the elementary and middle school prices temain as is and that the high
school cost be raised — Breakfast to $1.75 and Lunch to $3.00.

5. Follow-up tegarding issues telated to the closure of Mary Mortisson Elementary School

a. Update regarding proposed expansion of PreK Program
b. Follow-up tegarding Transition K Program [ATTACHMENT #3]

Ms. Austin gave an overview of the budget summary for Transitional K. Ms. Austin introduced Mrs.
Horler, Kindergarten teacher at SBB, who gave an overview of the new screening process. Ms. Austin
stated that the pilot of Transition K would be for 1 year. Expansion of PreK would be put on hold.

6. Senior Citizen entry fee waivet [ATTACHMENT #4]
Dr. Graner shared what area Towns/Schools have as senior citizens discounts as does Groton.
The consensus of the Board was to leave the fees as is.

7. MOWU regatding stipend for More Than Words
Dr. Graner gave an overview of the need for a stipend for an advisor for More Than Words. Dr.
Graner noted that he has spoken with Mr. Arcarese who is in full support of a stipend for the advisot
for More Than Words. Dr. Graner stated that the next step would be to meet with the GEA and the
then come back to the Board with a proposed stipend.
The Board concurred with Dr. Graner’s plan of action.

8. Suggested Future Topics

Mrs. Fitzgerald asked if thete would be a Retreat this summer. Dr. Graner responded that a possible
Retreat would be held in Septembet. Othet Board member noted that a Retreat in the summer was a
good idea. Mrs. Watson asked Board members to forward topics for a Retreat to Dr. Graner.

Mrs. Volkmann left at 8:08 p.m.
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9. Adjournment

MOTION: Ackerman, Weitlauf: To adjourn at 8:10 p.m.
PASSED - UNANIMOUSLY
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Attachment #4

Michael Graner Ph.D.

From: Marc Romano

Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2019 10:32 AM
To: Michael Graner Ph.D,

Subject: RE: Senior Citizen Entry Fees
Mike,

There are no schools in the ECC that waive the Senior Citizens fee. It is usually at a reduced rate. For example, ours is
$2.00 Below is a list of the fees other schools in our league charge.

School Adult Student Senior
Waterford $5 $2 $2
Fitch $5 $2 $2
EL $5 $2 $2
NFA $5 $3or$1withID | $3
Ledyard $5 $3 $3
Killingly $5 $3 $3
Plainfield $5 $3 $3
Lyman $5 $2 $2
Griswold $6 $3 $3
NL $5 $2 $2
Montville $5 $3 $3
Putnam $3 $2 $2
WA $5 $2 $2
Stonington $5 $2 $2
Wheeler $5 $2 $2
St. Bernard $5 $3 $3
Tourtellotte $5 $3 $3

Let me know if you have any questions.

Marc Romano



Attachment #2

Literature and Exploration, Wilderness, and Survival

This .5 elective English course is open to grades 9-12. This course focuses on both fiction and
nonfiction accounts about wilderness, exploration, and survival in western literature. This course
examines the importance of wilderness in shaping western culture, specifically within American
culture. The class looks at both historical and contemporary texts and explores how both people
and society have transformed their views of and their relationship with wilderness.

Graphic Novels

The graphic novel course employs the study of sequential art and its relationship to text on

page. Students will learn close reading strategies for graphic novels; these strategies include the
study how the novels influence other art/literary forms, how the novels are influenced by other
artistic/literary forms, and how understanding these novels is a gateway to understanding
mediums of the modern world. The course focuses on analysis of the graphic novel and the
cultural, literary, historical, and artistic factors that combine in forming creative influences for
these works. The works we will study provide a cultural lens to understand global perspectives of
our history and humanity.

Gaming Narratives

Why do so many games pose the player as the savior of the world? What is so appealing about
playing the villain? Why is Mario, a plumber who jumps on sentient mushrooms in order to save
a princess, one of the world’s most recognizable heroes?

In exploring these questions, we will seek to explore the merits of narrative in one of modern
day’s most popular forms of entertainment, and to understand how and why it so effectively
resonates with our own values and culture.

Gaming Narratives focuses on narrative design and a history of the medium. In addition to
studying standard storytelling basics and modes of plot development as they are reflected in
games, we will look at the direct psychological impact of introducing choice to traditionally non-
interactive media.

Fantasy and Science Fiction

From the pulp serials of the 1920s to the modern film and literary classics like Harry Potter, The
Lord of the Rings, and Star Wars, Fantasy and Science Fiction have been among the most
popular genres in America for more than a century now. This course will introduce students to
the giants of the artform (Asimov, Clarke, Heinlein, Tolkien, LeGuin) as well as modern authors
taking the worlds of Fantasy and Sci-Fi in new directions (with a particular focus on female and
minority writers). In addition to learning about the history and evolution of the genres, students
will learn how worlds full of alien technologies and magical forces mirror and comment on our
own in very profound ways.



Course Description- Sports Literature

Sports are one of the central avenues of American culture with a rare mix of positive themes such as
heroism, pride, identity, as well as negative themes of cheating, scandal and disappointment. Sports can
also shape the way in which we experience the world around us and reveal what American culture
believes to be important. We often root for underdogs, glorify perfection, and admire record breakers, as
well as the records that can’t be broken. We admire dominance, but also love the upset. Ultimately, we
know that when it comes down to it all, no win is certain until the game is over, This realization is as true
in sports as it is in daily life. Emotion and expectation play as much a role in sports as the facts, statistics
and rules of the game. This course will examine the way the ideas, thoughts, and emotions surrounding
sports are expressed in writing, as well as various other mediums. Sports provide a connection and outlet
to the daily lives of millions around the globe. In this course, we will aim to examine and analyze how
sports took on such a large role in our society, and why we are all so drawn in.

Course Description- Oral Communication IT

Research suggests that students who take Oral Communications, or Public Speaking, in high school have
greater success in college. Because Oral Communications is only a half year course, and the first quarter
is spent on building a comfortable environment, time is limited for students to fully develop their public
speaking skills. For students wishing to continue, Oral Communications II would focus solely on
planning, preparing, and presenting speeches. Too often, students lack the skills needed to deliver a
presentation that is engaging, and this course will help them to understand their purpose, audience, and
delivery. They will walk away with confidence in their public speaking skills as well as themselves.

The Writing Center: Theory and Practice

The Writing Center, Theory and Practice is a half-credit, semester long course. Students enrolled in this
course must commit to enrolling in The Writing Center, Internship for at least one school semester; they
may take the internship for repeated semesters. In this course, students will trained to run the Falcon
Writing Center and to work in guiding students as they engage in the many stages of the writing process
for different courses and different purposes. The course work includes, but is not limited to, reading texts
and articles about staffing a writing center and current theory in writing instruction, practicing the one-on-
one peer conference, creating small group tutorials for teachers and students immersed in a writing
assignment, and learning to manage the daily operations of the writing center. Units of study focus on the
genres of writing, effective peer tutoring strategies, and successful management of a vital and active
writing center. This course has engaging classwork, fieldwork, and a final exam. After successful
completion of this course, students are prepared to staff the Falcon Writing Center, and they should also
be ready to apply for a writing center post when they go to college.



ATTACHMENT #3

LAS Links 2019 results

e 22 studentsin grades 1-12 exited as follows
o Grade 1: 2 students at NEA, 1 student at MM

Grade 2: 0 students

Grade 3: 1 student at CC, 1 student at MM

Grade 4: 1 student at CC, 1 student at CK

Grade 5: 2 students at CK, 2 students at CB, 1 student at NEA, 1 student at SBB,
1 student at CC

Grade 6: 1 student at WS

Grade 7: 2 students at CM

Grade 8: 1 student at WS

Grade 9: 1 student

Grade 10: 1 student

Grade 11: 0 students
o Grade 12: 2 students

e Six students arrived from out of the country after the LAS submission date of March 8, 2019.
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